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THE HISTORY or 
 ARGALUS qaagARTHENIA. 


0 APP. I. 


The bela of the Loves ef Argalus and. 


Parthenita. 


N he pleaſant Country of Arcadia, . 
\ place noted for rural deiights ant 
ſweetneſs of air, reigned a Prince named 
Pafilius; a Man poſſeſſed ot all thoſe : 
wiable Qualifications which rendered him 
beloved. honoured, and eſtee m h all 

aks of his Subjects. his goed King | 
rried a young Princeſs named Cyrecia, 
9 to the King of Cyprus, a lady of L 
beauty, wit, virtue, and unſpotted chaſti- + 
ty; with whom there came to the court 
of Baſllips, a couſin Germas of her's na» 
med Argalus, led with her by the humour bd 
+ of youth to -oblerve the manner and | 
{ cuſtoms of ſtrange Countries; 41 
* eman both learned and vali ant.. 


W not 0 reſided in that place, 


before { 


AK 


r oe —— 
P * r 
5 


er 55 f 


before the fame of a gallant lady 8 virtues... 
nd beauty reached ha eats, and ſo affec- 
ted his heart that he could not but take 
an opportunity to ſegher; and in ſeeing 
e could not avoid Iiking and loving ſo 

atchleſy a Piece of Nature's Perfection. 

er name was Parthenia, daughter to a 


great lady of the court; endowed with © 


py accompliſhment to render-the man 
dappy unto - whoſe lot ſhe fell.— Such 
are pertections, meeting with thole of 
\rgalus, ſoon found out each other; and 


Jo be ſhort, they kindled a fire in each 


thers breaſt, Which was attended with 
any trials and diſappointments; as whe” 
quel of this inſtory will ſhew. 
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- his deſires, he made application to he 


acquaint her with the ſame; ,who being 


mogaras, laid that ſhe was ſorry ſhe muſt 


tie Mother, who being fully bent t© 


in whom the only reſiſting power w! 


C H A . II. 
Parthenia denies the Suit of Demagoras. 


TUHERE has been a good while a 
ſuĩitor to Parthenia, a nobleman of 


Laconia, named Demogoras, a man of 


rickes and power, ſtubornly ſtout, loving 
no-body but himſelf, Parthenia ſuiring 


mother for her conſent to marry her 
daughter; and his riches and his ſmooth 
tongue ſoon got her conſent thereunto; 
upon which ſhe went to Parthenia to 


conſtant to Argalus, and deteſting De- 


refuſe, aſſuring her mother ſhe would 
rather be buried alive than wedded to 
Demegores. | 


This anſwer was very unpleaſant to 


RX. An” a A , RE? EE TS 


marry her to Demagoras, tried all tb 
ways that a witty and hard hearted wo 
man could uſe upon an humble daughter 


Love: But the more ſhe aſſaulted, thi 


ö 


more Parthenia defended. and the more 


ſhe made her m@ther obſtinate in the al- 
fault; who at length finding Argalus 
ſtanding between them, and that it was 
ne that moſt eclipſed. her affection from 
ſhining upon Demoragas, fought all means 


how to remove him, ſo much the more 


as he manifeſted himſelf an unremove- + 
able ſuitor to her daughter, firſt by em- 
ploying him in many dangerous enter- 
prizes, as deſperate duels; bloody com- 
bats with Giants, L. ions, Dragons, wild 
Boars, and the like. But the more 
his virtue was rried the more pure it 
grew; and the things ſhe did te over- 
throw him did but ſo much the more 
advance his honour; Wwhereupon ſhe 
ſtruggled againſt all reaſon, becauſe ſhe 
would have her will, conſpired with Ne- 
magoras the following treacherous Plan , 
gainſt him. | | | 


7 


CHAP. III. 


Nowing the valour of Argalus, there 
was nc way to diſpatch him open- 
ly; ſhe therefore reſolved to impriſonl = 
him, and ſo effect it ſecretly; and to | 
that purpoſe prevails upon Parthenia's 
maid to ſecrecy and aſſiſtance; upon 
whichthe old Lady called Arhelia, (that ] 
being her name) ſaying, you know the 
Love I bear to my Daughter Parthenia, 
and that in her welfare conſiſts my hap- 
pineſs; now ſo it is, Parthenia js in love 

' yea languiſhing ;z ſhe loves one that treat: 
her Fondneſs with diſdain, and this en- 
creaſes her miſery : it is Argalus ſhe doats  « 
on, nothing but Death is like to be the t 
Iſſue ot her Fondneis, therefore I. have 1 
formed a Project, which 1 doubt not but t 

I 

I 

t 
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by your Aſſiſtance will be of great Ser- 
vice to her—Madam replied the Maid, | 
am not ignorant of my miſtreſs's - affec- 
tion, and will, at the Hazard of my Life 


procure her conteniment- Hereupon the 
old Lady Qepped into the cloſer, and FJ it 


wrote the following letter in the _ 5 


Parthenĩa. is 
To the faithful Lover Argalus, 
0 6 * Although my mother's malice en- 
| forces my tongue to hide my paſſion, Par- 
thenia's love is till the ſame — What I 
ſend thee drink ſpeedily ; tor there is trea- 
ſon already hatched againſt you; from 
which this will excuſe you. 
Thy conſtant. | 
PARTHENIA. | 


So ſealing the letter the ga ve it to Athe- 
lia together with a ſmall phial -of vene- 
mous poiſon z telling her it was a liquor 
called Nepenthee, which the Gods when 
they were dry uſed to drink of; it having 
ſuch a ſecret virtue that it would make 
the proudeſt lover creep and whine to his 


0 


own hands. 


in 2 morning W her journey, not 


are 


miftreſs for favour, and ſuch to doat as 
never loved at all; charging her not to 
taſte it, nor deliver i it to any but a | 


Thar night Athelia could not ſleep, and 5 ) 


for 4 5 


ſuſpecting the treachery of her W 
but before ſhe got half way, ſhe made a 
ſtand, and began to think of the excellent 
virtue of the water ſhe was carrying to 


Argalus, and moman like, being-defirous | 


bot what was forbid, ſhe taſted of it, and 
then redoubled her ſpeed towards het 
journey's end; when all on a ſudden her 
bowels began to gripe her, her tongue to 


bliſter, her veins to boil, and a cold [weat 


overſpread her :phole body, and ſtagger, 
ing a while, at laſt tumbled down, twell- 
ed like a bladder and died. 

This news ſoon came to the ears of 


Argalus, aud by the Letter found in Athe- 


lia's pocket, the whole plot was diſcovei- 
ed z, which being related to the old Lady, 
ſhe was ſo enraged with ſpite, grief, and 
madneſs, that ſhe threw herſelf on the 
ground, crying out, Welcome Death thou 
eaſer of all evils, andy a en frenzy 
ſhe 2 | 
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CHAP. IV. 


nia: And the unhappy © Conſequences 
thoreof. 


moved, Argalus had free acceſs to 
his Parthenia, and the day wos ſoon ap- 
pointed © for the ſolemnnization. of their 
marriage; and Argalus went home to 
fetch ſome of his Friends to honour the 
»  fame.——In the mean time Demagoras, 
| BE who now ſaw all his hopes fruſtrated; was 
e relolved to be revenged on the Woman, 
u 

/ 


though he durſt not meddle with the 
Man; ſo with a Heart full of malice, he 
comes to the Houſe where Parthenia 
dwelt, aſking to ſpeak with her; and be- 
ing e into her preſence, with mer- 


cileſs hands, her weak arms in vain reſiſt · 


ing, rubbed all over her face a moſt hor- 
rible poiſon, - which immediately made 
ber look more ugly than a leaper; and 
having done this miſchief, he 0 his 
eſcape. But che nN v nels * he 
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Demagor ass wic tel Scheme to fruſtrale 
The Marriage of Argalus ond Parthe- © 


HIS main objection being thus re- 


* *. 


| 
A 


00 
fact coming ſoon after to the King's ear, 
he was baniſhed the Country. 
Argalus returning, thinking to enjoy 


the utmoſt felicity came to Parthenia, 


and ſeeing her in that condition thought 
lome hag was placed on purpoſe to 
mock him; bu: being aſſured it was 
really ſhe, AE che cauſe of this disfigure- 
ment, no tonguc can expræis his grief and 


ſorrow; fora -whale he was ftruck dumb 
till at laft love and pity made him break 


filence and with all the Eloquence he was 
maſter of, he laboured both to drive the 
extremity of her ſorrow from her and 0 
haſten the celebration of their marriage, 
as unfeignedly joyful as if ſhe had never 
been deprived of the goodly portion of na- 
ture, her moſt exceſſive beauty. 
But has he gave this rare example of 
true love, ſo ſhe on theother fide took as 


«ſtrange a courſe of affection; for ſhe could 


not find in her heart that he ſhould be 
tied to one ſo unworthy of is preſence; 
yet he conjoured her by the remembrance. 
of their former loves not to make him ſo 


unhappy as to think he had not. only loſt 
ber face, but her heart; beſeeching her 
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1 ; with: tears to believe that his love Was 
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deeper than her Skin, and that his ou life 
would be always a burden to kim if he 
could not enjoy her,—But ſhe wringing 
him by the hand, made him this anſwer, | 
My Lord, God knows I love you; if I 
was the Princeſs of the whote World,-and 
had all the Bleſſings that ever the World | 
produced, I ſhould make no Delay to lay 
them and mylelf under your Feet; orit 1 
kad continued as | was, though I muſt 
confeis, far unworthy ot you, yet would 
I, with too great Joy for my heart now 
ty think of. have accepted your,vouching | 
YM me to be yours, and with faith and obe= | 
dience would have ſupplied | all other de- 
fects; bur firſt let me be more miſerable 
than I am, cer I match Argalus to ſuch | 
a Parthenia, Live happy, dear Argalus 
1 give you full Liberty, and I beſeech you 
take it; and J aſſure you I flall rejoice, 
whatever becomes uf me to ſee you 
coupled as may be ficfor your Pacer and 
. | -4 


N thus ſhe burſt. into ane, blaming 


her Fortune, And was 1 Ne. 7 | 
5 re vs | ; 
Argalus with a heart 21 Or Se: N 


purſ ved his Deſires, and ſhe to avoid ni: | 
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away, lettirg none know where'ſhe went Kb! 


or what became of her.. I c 
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The Qucen of Cox turn Prejett o try 
the Love of ARGALUS, and the happy 
Effect it. 6 | 

Rgalus ſought her long, but at laſt 

4 A deſpairing to find her, took up his 
abede in the houſe of Kalinder, Uncle to 
Parthenia, with whom he had noble en- 
terta iment, but no peace of min 
One day a Meſſenger came io Kalinder 
telling him a noble Lady, Kinſwoman to 
_ fair Helen, Queen of Corinth, was came 

thithber, deſiring to-lodge at his -Houſe.— 

Kalinder went to meet her, hoping it was 

his Niece Parthenia; but be ſoon found 

his miſtake. The lady aſked to ſpeak with 
” Argalus, who being come, the ſaid, My 
» Lord, I being lately in the Cor + 
Queen Helen of Corinth. tere came to 
that place the lady Par thenis; fo disfigur- 
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ya3 ſhe, till ſhe . We many undeni- 
able Proofs. 1 took the beſt Care of her 
I could; and ſhe told me the whole ſtory of 
her Misfortune and your Conſtancy; but 
no outward cheriſhing could falve the in- 
ard Sore of her Mind, and a few Days 
ince ſhe died; but before her Death ſhe 
arneſtly deſired me to think of no Huſ- 
dand but you, as a man molt worthy of 
y Love; withal ſhe gave me this 
Ning to delzver to you, deſiring the affec- 
„on you bore to her might turn to me; 
here fore, according to her Deſire, I am 
ome with faithful Love to offer myfelf; 
nd beſeech you to accept me. Argalus 
ich many Sighs, chus rephed. Moſt ex- 
> Wellent Lady, 1 am obliged to you for this, 
> Wd had I not vowed to wri Lich none 
ut Parthenia; yo". above all others had 
7 Le. —Moſt [ then, ſays ſhe, be N. 
Staced with this Denial. Noble lady, 
lam obliged to retule, ſince Lam not capable = 
f ecjoying.—When he bad ipoke tbeſe 
Words ſhe ran and embraced him, ſayiog BN. 
Why then Argalus, take thy Parthema.” 
After ſome Silence, ſhe laid, I being 
retirlu to a ſolitary Place making my fad. | 
complaint, the Queen of Corinth paſſed. - 
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by and over-heard me , ſhe pittying me 
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took me home, and got me cured by he 7 

own Phyſitian; after Which ſhe adyited mel N 

to rake this Step to try your Love. . 

by. This account being confirmed by 4 

. Cotintbian Gentleman who aitends d her, B 

| _great-was the Joy of all parties, the happ) C 

effects of which the Reader will End agg, 
* the next chapter, yy" (MR . 1 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


'# 


and Puri benia. 


HE happy Pair being thus blefſed 

by. this Meeting, nothing remained 
it the completion ot their deſires; ac- 
vrdingly: the Day appointed being come, 


gallantly attended by the Country People, 
nd approaching the Temple was by the 
eſt received with this Invocation, - CY 


Heimen, be propitious now. 

Let not a Wrinkle crown thy Brow ; 
But with all Jay and Happineſi, 
This young Couple ever bleſs. | 
Entering in thy Band they are. 

ll Fight chey muſt a pleaſant war. 

hei Te. pal no Blobdſbed ſtain the Field, 
me No hurt is done when both Sides 0 
till defend them from Annu. 
And ſend them many Years of oy. 

det, Bleſs them with Increaſe, and en 

ga Crows ” The 58 Bis dance 9 


And” 


The Celebration of the Marriage of Prater 


\rgalus and Parthenia, richly artired, and | 
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at ſajciniog: their Hands; be a 
ſe e N ene 


New tbe ſacred Knot is ey 


Between the Bridegroom and the Bridt. Joy 
Who are no longer two, but one, = 
| So. to remain till Life is done. No! 
1 Still bleſt be they in all Afairs, - 
Living in Love, ond void of Cares; The 
* T heir Children's Children for to ſee, tim 


” Spring up like Branches proſperouſly. 
This done, they feturned to Kalindd y 
Houle, where an elegant Dinner was pf 
wided; after which entered four yo 
Shepherds and She pherdeſſes adornꝰ d 
wreaths of Bays and chaplets of fiowalp 
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4 owned Brideand babes wich the 
re ſt 
re preſent, may you all be ever bleſt; 
hat ſo your lives may flouriſh gloriouſly, - 
Poen'd with Love and ſweet Proſperity. 
ad noble Sir's tho' Strangers here, we 
| | crave, _ have 
bat our good Wills may freely find and 
| Wor Kind acceptance, being the oniy aim 
| Ir which we in this manner hither came, 
\, ir Ckeiteſt Study being only bent, 
Wo we can but give you trve Content. 
- hen they preſented them with a de- 
erful Maſk, ſull of curious dances, giv- 
Satisfaction to the Beholders, and 


ing danced the laſt e thu con- | 
WHded; E 
Joy, Health, Love, Peace, = . * 
4 Witch all things elſe beſide, : 
Now and at all times attend EPR} 
he Bridegroom and the Bride. | wo 
Irhe day being thus ſpent in ſports and 2 
Sltimes, and night approaching, made - 
aration between the friends, hut a more 
union between 1argalus and Parthe- . © 
who were conducted to their lodg- «dt 
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ener VI. 4 
In be unfortunate Death of Argalus. Þi 


I  Eaviog this happy Couple ſweetly 
tisfied in the enjoy mental each orh 


| 2 we now pals on to the conclul 
of the hiſtory; In thoſe Days there 
pened an accident which put an end} 
all their Felicity, and thus it was; Amp 
alus, à Prince of Valour, being in IE 
with Philocles the King's youngeſt aa 
tet, who hadyltole her away, and kept ij 
2 ſtrong Caſtle of his own; to which WE 
father laying ſiege, Amphialus ſent of E 
Challenge that if he had any knight in 
Camp Mat durſt ae in fl 
Combat wick him, and if he ſhould of 
come him, he would immediately 
e Philocles at Liberty: otherwiſe he 
reſolved to keep ber: Hereupon main 
", Knights fought, but were flain, to | 
.. Grief of the King her Father; at laſt 
ſent a'Mefſenger to Argalus, deſiring hi 
do take his Quarrel in hangs who img 
beds diately granted his Deſire, notwithſtan 
"= ing the warmer Perſuations of Fac F 


78 
7 
\ 


ly N 


i 
1 
it 


BR . {Hl . 
LIVE" © * 


— 
— 


a —_— 


* 


— 


: bs * 
_ * \ 4 | 
# Ss 4 * ! 9 R 8 


Fa to the contrary; and taking his leave 
rich many Kiſſes, and a Promiſe of ſpee- 
return, he rode to the' Camp, and the 
ext Morning entered into the Combat 
Dich Amphialus; their Swords battering _ 
ei armour, and making breaches for te 

Yaaces to enter. Long they maintained 
ap equal and dangerous Fight, until at 
t, both were faint with Lois of Blood; 
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they fell ſtruggling to the Ground. 
Per ſcorning to yield, yet neither able 
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After a ſhort Pavſe they fell to it ag 
and now Argalus's beſt blood being ſp 

and his noble heart quite tired out, 
i: ſword. dropped out of bis hand and fit 
elf into a ſwoon; at which Inſtant F. 
thenia came running in between t bel thy 
who dreaming ſhe law Argalus in ſfuchF'Z ' 
Caſe as ſhe now found him, ma de 
haſte thither, but too late, Argalus hay 4 
, ing only ſo much ſtrength left as to (pe 1 
2 jew wards to her, ſo breathed his Wolv 
in her Boſom, whole unſpeakable Lamfþri: 
”* - tations we are not able to expreſs, —A 
_Phialus himfelf being much grieved the 
at, had her and the Corpſe of her belo 
. Angalus ſafely conveyed. to the Camp 
Bafiliss, and there cauſed him to 
bondourably interted with all funeral pad 
da and military honour. ©, 
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CHAP. VII. 


pJ | 
 behtbenia's Volour and Conftancy in reveng- 
1ch$ng the Death of Argalus; with her Death 
d their Epitaph. * 


hay 4RTHENIA being now weary of her 
ip Life, fince Argalus was dead, ond 
5 Solved that the ſame hand which had 
mEprived'. him of Life, ſhould alſe end 
: whereupon ſhe armed herſelf like a 
indian in black armour, on her ſhield was 
loYured a beautiful Child with two heads 
p Pereof one was dead and the other alive, 
0:Þt ſo as neceſſarily to look for Death; 
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0M DEATH BUT BY Dean. 


Jomb, accompanied by ſome Damſels all 
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words was, No way To BE ATDED 


280 calling bete the Knight of thi 


EA 


- * mourning Weeds, went to 
Camp w Bafilius, and from thence ſent 
T Defiance ta Amphialus, who honourably | 
Wecepted it: and eaſily overcoming fo 
"Feak an enemy, was moved with pity, - 
Ind defired him to ceale the Combat, he 
Aever having delerved any hate from 
" im, but ſhe, ioftead of accepting his 
4 | uten 


end him, that cloſing with her he over 
threw. her, and wich the fall chruſt han 


7 dS (: 22.) . Deb k 
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courteous proffer, gave this ſhort anſwenli 


-* Falſe Traitor, thou lieſt, which ſo en * 


mortally in the body, and then went wil 
pull off her helmet, thinking to make 
her tecant what ſhe had ſaid, or cut ol 
ber head. But the head - piece was .. 
ſooner off, but there fell about the ſnouſ 
ders of che overcome Knight, the treſſi 


of fair golden hair, which with the fag 


he ſoon knew to be Parthenia, the unf 
tunate wife of Argalus. Amphialus at th 
Was aftoniſhed with grief, compaſſion, ani 
ſmame deteſting fortune, that made hie 
unfartunate by this Victory: fo putting 
off. bis owa deimet, he knelt down to h 
and with tears teſtify ing his ſorrow; offer 
eg do help ber, bur Parthenia, who had 
the ward Meſſenger of her deſired death 

looking upon him, and then rang ner 
\ fighc away again, as from ſome derejtableif; 
Object, thus taintly anſwered him. Sir, I 
-— Pray you let my maids take away my 
- body untouched. by you, the only honour 
I now deſire by your means is that 
have no honour of you, Argalus made 


vo uch bargain with you, that the bande 
* — 55 — LING 
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0 killed him, ſhould help me, 7 have; 
them the Service which I deſire, no- 
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pe but die—— Then pauſing a little, 
fainting and again coming to herſelt 
d, O ſweet death welcome, now 1: 
che bands untied of this cruel lfet 
ich anſwer for me, that my thoughts 
not ſo much as in a dream taſted 
ö for fit.ce they were deprived of 
us: I come, my Argalus, I] come, 
God, hide my taults in thy mer- 
-N grant as I feel thou doſt, chat 
thy eternal love we may love each. 
er eternally, and this O Lord 
pos cut off her Sentence, for with 
haſtening up her hands and eyes . 
Kies, her noble ſoul departed: one 
at well aſſure themfelves to heaven, 
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